Aspects of tone scaling in German intonation
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In this talk I present a summary of my finished and ongoing work in connection with Germam upstep. This upstep raises either the nuclear accent or a following H edge tone, when another intonation phrase is following. Its understanding has consequences for models of tone scaling more generally, in the framework of Pierrehumbert (1980), Pierrehumbert and Beckman (1988); see Féry (1993), Grabe (1998), Grice et al. (in press) for German.

Prosodic structure and phonetic register. I argue that upstep is prosodically conditioned, and suggests a particular way of correlating prosodic levels and phonetic register-lines, in development of suggestions by Ladd (1988) and van den Berg et al. (1992).

Interaction with downstep and final lowering. Some amount of final lowering (Liberman and Pierrehumbert 1984, Prieto et al. 1996, Grabe 1998) precedes upstep on a nuclear accent. This points towards certain conclusions about the nature of downstep and final lowering.

Interaction with partial reset. Caroline Féry and I investigated the interaction of upstep with multiple embeddings of clauses as in Ladd (1988). The interaction of upstep with structure-dependent partial reset bears on the predictions of the model that correlates prosodic levels and phonetic register-lines.


Test for intonation phrase boundaries. Upstep can be used as a test for intonation phrase boundaries in German. First resuts suggest that not only main clauses (Nespor and Vogel 1986) trigger such boundaries in German, but also the right edges of embedded clauses.
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